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Coastal Quilters Lend A Hand To Graduates Of Fostering Friends 
Santa Barbara, CA – May 25, 2011
During a special event on June 9, 2010, members of Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta will present beautiful handmade quilts to the Assistance League of Santa Barbara, for distribution through the League’s Fostering Friends program for young adults graduating from their foster care program and transitioning to independent living.
Coastal Quilters Guild is providing large quilts to be treasured by these young adults as they embark on their future as members of our community.  Since this is a very exciting yet often apprehensive time for them, these comforting quilts show them that someone, even someone who is a complete stranger, cares for their health and well-being.  The thought is as valuable as the quilt itself.
Yolanda Garcia and Louise Salgado, co-chairs of this year’s Community Quilts Project, said:  "Being Community Quilts co-chairs has been the most amazing and gratifying positions we have ever held.  We are so very impressed with the quality, diversity and creativity present in the quilts we collected from our Guild members this year for the Fostering Friends project.  It is a real testament to the love and effort our members lavished on this project.  Thank you to all who so generously donated their time and talent.”
Assistance League of Santa Barbara is a nonprofit all volunteer organization that develops and implements projects to benefit children and adults in Santa Barbara County.  They currently sponsor 13 philanthropic programs funded entirely through donations, grants and proceeds from their Assistance Shop located on Veronica Springs Road in Santa Barbara.
Their Fostering Friends program was created to help emancipating foster teens make the transition from foster care to independent living.  Assistance League volunteers partner with local agencies to provide teens with clothing for school and work, create workshops emphasizing life skills, and mentor and reinforce positive choices leading to adult independence.  Assistance League fills wheeled duffle bags with essentials for independent living that are presented to graduating seniors at a June ceremony acknowledging this momentous life change.

Additional information about this and other Guild community projects may be found at: http://www.coastalquilters.org
Additional information about Assistance League of Santa Barbara and the Fostering Friends program may be found at:  http://www.assistanceleaguesb.org
Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta is a California non-profit 501(c)(3) educational and charitable organization formed in 1988 with a current membership of 281 women and men.  Its purpose is to educate our members about the history and preservation of the art form of quilt-making and related topics, to learn new techniques, improve skills and to inform the community-at-large about our rich quilt-making heritage.  Coastal Quilters Guild is very proud of the level of philanthropic work we do within our community, each year supporting a variety of charitable and educational organizations, emphasizing support for our local community.
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